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they are strong enough to secure what they demand.   This is not
asking for the moon but a very practical proposition.
[From Gujarati]
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38.   LETTER TO DEVDAS GANDHI

August 29, 1918

CHI.  DEVDAS,

After long waiting, I got your two letters simultaneously today.
My health is improving. There is no cause at all for anxiety. To-
day it is very good indeed. Never, from first to last, did I lose
control over it and never did I worry about the end. While the
illness lasted, I was afraid of the pain but the fear of death did not
touch me even in my dreams. When, moreover, the pain was
extreme, I longed to die and be free from it all. My wanting to
remain active while I live is one thing, but I have no desire to
live just that I may work. Maybe I desire mokska\ but it is not
to be had by desiring it. One must be fit for it.

I consider your work so important that you should not leave
it even for coming over to see how I am. Rest assured that
I am being looked after quite well. I see no possibility now of my
going to France; it seems, rather, that I shall not have to go to the
front at all. We find the Allies winning every day in the battle-
fields of France. In this situation, it does not seem likely that they
will take us there. We shall know in about a month. Even if
I have to go, I cannot hope that it will be to France. Possibly, I
may have to go to Mesopotamia.

Anandshankarbhai has written a primer2 of Hindu religion but
it is a book which even the old can read with interest and find in-
structive. To me it appears to be a unique book. Mahadev3 reads
from it to me every morning. I find it of absorbing interest. You
will hardly come across an elementary book like this in any other
language. It is the distilled essence of Anandshankarbhai's wide
reading and thinking. You should read it over and over again.
If you cannot follow any of the episodes, ask [someone] and find

1 Deliverance from phenomenal existence
2 In Gujarati entitled Hindu Dharmani Balpothi
3 Mahadev Desai (1892-1942); Gandhiji's secretary for 25 years